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CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


chools closed 


First community-spread 
case confirmed in 
Prince George’s County 


baltimoresun.com 


Events of 250-plus people 
prohibited; Major League 
Baseball delays Opening Day 
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Gov. Larry Hogan announces the first case of community transmission of the coronavirus in Maryland and measures to reduce its spread Thursday. 


US coronavirus testing 


said to be a problem 


Top health official 
notes stumbles in 
outbreak response 


By MIKE STOBBE AND 
MATTHEW PERRONE 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The USS. lag 
in coronavirus testing is “a 
failing” a top federal health 
official said Thursday, and 
public health experts say they 
still don’t have a good under- 
standing of how widely the 
new virus has spread. 

The effort initially was hob- 
bled by delays in getting testing 
kits out to public health labs, 
but the stumbles have contin- 
ued, leading scientists to con- 
clude that the virus has already 
spread far wider than govern- 
ment officials are reporting. 

U.S. health officials, for ex- 
ample, promised nearly a 
month ago to tap into a na- 
tional network of labs that 


monitor for flu. That system is 
only just getting started. 

On Thursday, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, infectious disease chief 
of the National Institutes of 
Health, agreed that the US. 
needs to improve how it’s 
testing. 

“The system is not really 
geared to what we need right 
now,” he said. “That is a failing. 
It is a failing, let’s admit it.” 

Lawmakers from both 
parties expressed alarm after 
what they called heated and 
testy briefings with Fauci and 
other public health officials, 
with some particularly frus- 
trated that U.S. officials have 
tested relatively few patients. 

“We're basically, in my opin- 
ion, flying blind” Rep. Susie 
Lee, D-Nev., said. 

Large-scale testing is a cru- 
cial art of tracking the spread 
of infectious diseases and allo- 
cating resources for treatment. 
The lack of comprehensive 
figures means U.S. health pro- 
See TESTING, page 10 
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Markets tank as fear 
spreads over virus 


The stock market has its worst day 
since the Black Monday crash of 
1987. BUSINESS, SPORTS PG12 
E Maryland Legislature moves to 
speed up passage of ‘critical’ bills. 
NEWS PG9 

President Donald Trump’s econ- 
omic team struggles to providea 
credible message that can calm 
markets. NEWS PG 8 

E Gatherings with more than 500 
people will temporarily be banned 
in New York, forcing Broadway to 
go dark. NEWS PG 8 

E Baltimore area companies plan 
for telecommuting. BUSINESS, 
SPORTS PG12 

E MLB, NCAA, other sports 
postponed due to outbreak. 
SPORTS PG1 


Senior centers are ordered 
to close; public access to 
state buildings restricted 


By JEAN MARBELLA, 
PAMELA Woop 
AND LIZ BOWIE 


Maryland’s public schools will 
close Monday for the next two 
weeks, state officials announced 
Thursday, a day when efforts to 
halt the spread of the new co- 
ronavirus took on added urgency 
and promised to upend daily life. 

The extraordinary closing of 
the state’s schools, which will 
send about 1 million children 
home and create ripple effects as 
parents scramble to find alterna- 
tive care and adjust their work 
schedules, are part of a sweeping 
set of directives from Gov. Larry 
Hogan. 

Acting in the wake of Mary- 
land’s first case of the virus 
spreading within the community 
rather than from travel, Hogan 
directed senior centers to close 
and prohibited gatherings of more 
than 250 people. He closed the 
cruise ship terminal at the Port of 
Baltimore and activated the Na- 
tional Guard. Hogan’s also or- 
dered nonessential state employ- 
ees to telework if possible, hospi- 
tals to adopt new visitor policies, 
and state prisons to suspend all 
visits. 

The steps may sound extreme 
“but they could be the difference 
in saving lives and keeping people 
safe,” he said. 

Maryland and Ohio became the 
first states to close all public 
See VIRUS, page 9 


Planning for surge of 


coronavirus patients 


Maryland hospitals’ 
readiness efforts 
could fall short 


By MEREDITH COHN 
AND HALLIE MILLER 


Maryland’s four dozen hos- 
pitals are scrambling to prepare 
for a potential surge of patients 
sickened by the new co- 
ronavirus. Officials are upgrad- 
ing old flu pandemic plans and 
inventorying protective gear, 
medical equipment, staff and 
beds. 

They are, however, facing 
some tough math. 

Federal authorities have esti- 
mated that a moderate out- 
break like the flu pandemic in 
1968 would mean 1 million 
people hospitalized, including 
200,000 needing intensive 
care. If it’s more like the severe 
1918 flu pandemic, 2.9 million 
could need the ICU. 

If Maryland had a propor- 


tional share of severely ill 
patients based on its popula- 
tion, hospitals would need 
roughly 3,700 ICU beds for a 
moderate outbreak to 53,000 
for a severe one. According to 
state Health Care Commission 
from fiscal year 2018, the latest 
publicly available, the state only 
has about 1,200 ICU beds. 

“We are sprinting to make 
sure we don’t have to shift to a 
crisis standard of care,” said Dr. 
David Marcozzi, who leads 
COVID-19 preparedness for the 
University of Maryland Medi- 
cal System, which has about 
200 ICU beds among its 13 
hospitals. “We are putting ev- 
ery step in place so that if we do 
get a surge in patients, we have 
the ability to maintain a stand- 
ard level of care.” 

Marcozzi said demand for 
crisis care is what over- 
whelmed hospitals in Italy. 

Maryland has a total of about 
9400 hospital beds, which 
serve medical, surgical, ob-gyn, 
See HOSPITALS, page 9 
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Mancini has tumor 
removed from colon 
Growth is deemed malignant; lab 


results and recovery timetable 
are unknown. SPORTS PG1 


Detective Ivo Louvado was 


Baltimore officer charged with lying about heist 


Bust by elite unit 
was touted as largest 
ever in city’s history 


By JUSTIN FENTON 


It was billed as the biggest 
cocaine bust in Baltimore Police 
Department history: officers 
from the elite Violent Crimes 
Impact Division conducting sur- 
veillance on a West Baltimore 
drug trafficker a decade ago 


found 41 kilograms of cocaine in 
the back of a truck. 

‘Just good old fashioned police 
work from the ground up,” read 
the commendation awarded by 
the department to officers in on 
the bust. 

But as the Gun Trace Task 
Force corruption scandal contin- 
ues to break down the mythology 
around the department’s hard- 
charging plainclothes units, fed- 
eral prosecutors say that record- 
setting bust was not as it ap- 
peared. 


charged Thursday with lying to 
the FBI about participating in a 
scheme to sell cocaine from that 
bust. Prosecutors said in court 
records that he and two others 
conspired to sell three kilograms 
that were not reported as seized, 
giving the drugs to a confidential 
informant to sell and dividing the 
proceeds among themselves. 
Louvado’s alleged cut: $10,000. 
Louvado is the Mth officer 
charged by the US. Attorney’s 
Office in the continuing investi- 


gation — sparked in 2015 by a 
drug case that led to a wiretap ofa 
police officer — that uncovered 
long-running misconduct by 
members of the Gun Trace Task 
Force, including robbing citizens, 
lying in police reports and drug 
dealing. 

Two other officers were impli- 
cated in the latest charges — 
former Sgt. Keith Gladstone, who 
pleaded guilty to taking in part in 
a BB-gun planting incident and 
has not been sentenced yet, and 
See COCAINE, page 11 


TODAY'S dee Rta, High73 Low4 
WEATHER H heist FORECAST, SPORTS PG 14 


Business SPORTS12 Comics WKND 22 


Lottery NEWS3 


On TV WKND 20 | 
Bridge SPORTS10 Classified SPORTS 9 Horoscopes SPORTS Obituaries NEWS10 Opinion NEWsi2 1 


IU 


